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PERIOD UNDECIDED. 
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INSCRIPTIONS. 

BY JOHN WINDELE, ESQ. 

[Read at the Meeting of May 1st.] 



I beg leave to present to the Society, Rubbings of three of the Ogha?n 
inscriptions, now deposited in the Cork Institution ; in the hope that 
the attention of the members may be thereby directed to similar in- 
scriptions in their own vicinity. It is most strange that antiquities 
such as these, which my friends here and I have proved to be still nu- 
merous in the country, and by no means difficult of discovery — have 
been so long entirely overlooked by our antiquaries. Their importance 
has been very generally admitted, as serving to solve the still mooted 
question of the existence of letters in Pagan Ireland. I have myself 
seen, examined, and copied over one hundred, and found them in the 
Pagan Cemetery, on the ancient Pagan Leacht, on the Dalian or Pillar- 
stone, beside the Holy Well, in the crypt of the Lios and Rath, and in 
the ancient Christian burial ground ; and although I have, through the 
local press, and in the pages of Hall's Ireland (see index), and in a 
little work published by me on Cork and Killarney, some ten years ago, 
endeavoured to awaken public attention to this subject, nevertheless 
our antiquaries have still continued apathetic as well as incredulous in 
its regard, (see Moore's Ireland, O* Donovan's Irish Grammar, 
Cambrensis Eversus, Vol. L, Edited by the Rev. M. Kelly, for the 
Celtic Society, Szc.J 

Dr. Graves of Dublin, much to his credit, has lately taken up this 
subject, and will, I understand, shortly give his views upon it to the 
public. Preliminary to the appearance of his work, he has in several 
papers published in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, called 
attention to it ; but I confess myself not content with the conclusions 
he has yet arrived at. He seems to consider the Ogham as an inven- 
tion of Christian times, founded, if I mistake not, on the Runic cha- 
racter. My own conviction is, that the tradition of our Seanchuidhibh 
of a pagan sacerdotal origin is true in the main. Time, and future dis- 
coveries, I have no doubt, will prove I am right. 

The first Ogham to which I shall allude is that of 3leAi)i)-i)A- 
3-Cloc (Gleann-na-g-clochJ. This stone, besides the interest it possesses 
in my mind, as being one of the first traced and deciphered by us, as also 
being the first which we deposited in the Cork Institution, has another, 
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as affording the most sufficient evidence of the Pagan use of letters in 
Ireland. It formed one of a circle or Cuairt of several upright pillar- 
stones at Gleann-na-g-cloch, near the eastern foot of 2t)uf cjiA]8e ( ' Mus- 
hery) mountain, about twenty miles from Cork. The circle was not 
standing when I visited the place, but my (now deceased) friend, 
A. Abel, and I, satisfied ourselves on the assurance and deposition of 
several intelligent and trustworthy residents of the neighbourhood who 
all recollected it, and remembered the stones having been carried away, 
and this one in particular, which was for some time after used as a lintel 
for the door of a pig-stye. It was whilst serving this ignoble use, that it 
was first seen by Messrs. Crofton Croker, and Abel. Of the antiquity 
and Pagan use of the stone circle, it is quite unnecessary for me to 
offer any observation. 

The next Eubbing is from the Burnfort Ogham. This stone was found 
in the fort of K^vc-AT)-'C6c^]i) (Rath-an-Totain), or Burnfort, near Mal- 
low, on the estate of Richard Harris Purcell, Esq., and was deposited on 
the 11th of March, 1835, in the Cork Institution, by John Dillon Croker, 
Esq., of Quarterstown. The lettering is on the angle. The longest score 
is two and a-half inches long, the shortest one inch. The inscription 
commences two feet eleven inches above the supposed base, and ends 
within eight inches of the other extremity of the stone ; which is five 
feet six inches long, one foot seven inches broad, and eight inches 
thick. Although averse to giving any of the attempts which have been 
made at reading these inscriptions, I cannot help offering that of the 
Eev. Mr. Horgan, of this one in particular, as having been received 
with some favour here. Of the nine letters which compose it, he has 
formed the words Sagi Dari, i. e. the Priest Darius. The word Sagi is 
the root of SA3<vftc (SagartJ, a Priest, and perhaps also of the Latin 
Sagax, and cognate with the Hebrew word Sagad, to adore, and the 
Scandinavian Saga ; whilst the name <t)&]jte (Baire) is as common in 
Irish history and literature, as it is to the ancient Persian. In the 
former, the name is not only given to men, as Cujij 2t)<vc <t)&]|ie 
(Curl Mac DaireJ, but even to women, as in the MS. life of Saint 
Bridget, wherein we have a blind maiden denominated Daria. Dr. 
Graves, not assenting to this reading, would fain find it to indicate the 
name Sagittari, and tells us a French Bishop of that name lived in the 
middle of the sixth century ; from which evidently he would have us 
infer that this foreign ecclesiastical dignitary had been buried in the 
Rath at Burnfort! About the probability of this it is hardly necessary 
to dispute. It may be well to remark that in the neighbourhood of 
Burnfort, where the stone was found, there is a small Druidical Cuairt, 
or circle of pillar-stones. The place is called R6]TiM?A-3AO|ce 
(Reim-na- Gaoithe). 

The next Eubbing to which I shall call the attention of the meeting 
is that of Barachaurin. In October, 1837, Mr. Abel and I met at 
that place, which lies at the foot of the range of the Boggera moun- 
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tains, county Cork, with a man named Haly, a game-keeper, whom we 
found a shrewd intelligent fellow, well acquainted with the country and 
its old monuments. We fully explained to him the objects of our search 
and the nature and character of Ogham, and he promised that should 
he ever meet with any stone so inscribed, he would remember the in- 
structions given him, and duly inform us of his discovery. Faithful to 
his pledge, in about nine years after, he called upon me, and produced 
a rude copy of an Ogham, discovered by him under the following cir- 
cumstances : — A Lios belonging to a widow Looney, at Barachaurin, 
was used by her as a cabbage garden, and in cultivating it in the 
spring of 1845, the cave was discovered, and some of the flags which 
covered it were taken up and put aside on the top of the rampart. 
In the winter of the same year, Haly passing by, saw the stones, and 
on examining them, discovered an inscription on the angle of one of 
them. This he forthwith marked for his own, and coming in the night 
time, had it conveyed to his own house. In the January following, 
he came to Cork, and being satisfied that the inscription was a genuine 
Ogham, we arranged to have it brought into Cork, and had it placed in 
the Cork Institution, its present repository. It affords a favorable 
specimen of these inscriptions ; the letters are sharp and in good pre- 
servation, as those found in souterrains always are. There are but two 
of them about which there can be any doubt, viz., the second and the 
sixteenth — the latter character is much rubbed and nearly erased ; it 
was probably an error of the artist, which he thought to correct by 
expunging the scores, but did not do so sufficiently. 

A fine field of inquiry is open to the Kilkenny Archaeological Society. 
The numerous <DaU&ii), (Ballans) or more correctly, 3aU&]t>, standing 
in all parts of the country, the crypts still closed up and unexplored 
within the several Baths, lying neglected over the face of the country, 
offer objects for examination, which, I am convinced, would well reward 
the trouble of the antiquary. Two of the Eubbings which I now send, are 
from inscriptions found in the souterrains of Raths, and the third is from 
a pillar-stone, whose history exhibits the peril of destruction to which 
it had been for years exposed. 



At the July meeting of the Society, Mr. Graves reported, that having 
heard of the existence of an Ogham inscription at Ballyboodan, near 
Knocktopher, he, together with Mr. Prim, had proceeded to examine 
it. The stone was easily found. It stood on the right hand side of 
the road leading from Ballyboodan to Hugginstown, about one mile 
from the old Paper Mills ; however, here a disappointment met them. 
The stone piesented no Ogham inscription — not even the trace of one. 
However, they learned from a labourer who lived near the spot, that 
he had assisted in raising the stone, during the previous winter, for a 
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gentleman who wished to examine the Ogham inscription. Sub- 
sequently he had also assisted in putting it on edge, as it now stands ; 
and that in so doing, the angle inscribed with the Ogham was buried in 
the earth. It at once occurred to them, that this gentleman could have 
been none else than Mr. Hitchcock, whose researches in connexion 
with this branch of Irish antiquities, are well known. Mr. Graves accord- 
ingly communicated with the Rev. Charles Graves, D.D., of Trinity 
College, Dublin, on the subject, and shortly afterwards received a letter 
from Mr. Hitchcock, stating that, by direction of Dr. Graves, he 
had visited the stone on the 18th of the previous July, but owing to 
the existence of a crop of wheat in the field, he could do nothing 
towards raising it for examination on that occasion. Mr. Hitchcock 
again visited the locality on the 20th of December, when it required 
the aid of nearly twenty men to turn over this immense <t)All&r> 
(Dalian) , which measures nearly twelve feet in length, by six feet in 
breadth, and is upwards of one foot thick. It was doubtful whether 
the stone was first thrown down by money -seekers, or by the 
Ordnance Survey people* Mr. Hitchcock also communicated, by 
Dr. Graves' desire, the existence of another Ogham stone in Gowran 
church-yard, also in the County of Kilkenny; unfortunately, the 
inscriptions on both of these monuments were imperfect ; they had 
been engraved for Dr. Graves, and would shortly appear in his treatise 
on the Ogham writing, which was in course of preparation. 

It should be recorded, that Sir Richard Langrishe, Bart., the lord 
of the soil, has prevented — to his honor be it told — the destruction of 
the Ballyboodan Ogham stone, as his tenant wished to break it up, in 
order to its removal from the field, where he considered it an impe- 
diment to the plough. Every lover of antiquity should deplore so 
barbarous and unnecessary an act, had it been carried into execution. 



FOLK-LORE* 
NO. L 

BY MR. NICHOLAS o'kEARNEY. 

[Read at the Meeting of May lst.~\ 

I must not conceal that I am rejoiced to learn that such an institu*. 
tion as the Kilkenny Archseological Society has sprung into existencej 
the more especially since I long felt the necessity of such a Society in 
every county throughout Ireland ; were such a Society only to preserve 
a portion of the local history and prevailing popular traditions, it would 
be doing a great deal for Ireland ; because the history of our country 
18 



ADDENDUM. 

Page 229, after last line add- 
Since the foregoing was in print I have been informed by the Rev. James Graves, 
that Ledwich has committed a twofold mistake in stating that the " Sacri Lusus" 
was lost, and that the poems were composed by the young gentlemen of Kilkenny 
College. The volume in question is still to be found in Primate Marsh's Library, 
Class K. 3. Tab. 5. No. 9; and is entitled "Sacri Lusus In Vsum Scholae Kil- 
kenniensis. Dublinii : Typis Regiis, & Venum dantur apud Josephum Wilde, 
do IacL. * * * " The date is defective, having been partly cut away by the 
binder. The book is in small quarto, and is imperfect, ending at p. 64 ; it con- 
sists of Latin poetry in elegiac measure, chiefly on Scripture subjects. On the 
fly-leaf is written, in an old hand, " Daniel Mead, ex dono Geo. Pigott." On the 
title, " Mich. Jephson" ; whose library was purchased by Primate Marsh. 

CORRIGENDA. 

p, 117, 1. 8, for " Angleasea" read "Anglesea". 

p. 133, 1. 27, for "these" read "those". 

p. 142, 1. 34, for " o/" read "of". 

p. 148, note, 1. 1, after " Phoenician" dele ,. 

p. 157, 1. 17, for " Muillend" read " Muilend". 

lb., 1. 24, for " Maelodron" read " Maelodran". 
p. 164, 1. 11, for " Muilenu" read "Muilenn". 
p. 174, 1. 35, for "connection" read "connexion'', 
p. 177, 1. 9, for " harry of four" read "four barrulets'\ 
p. 182, 1. 27, for "Edward" read "Edmond". 
p. 187, 1. 31, for "twenty-four" read "fourteen", 
p. 191, 1. 27, after "of" insert "the", 
p. 192, 1. 37, after "tenure" dele ". 
p. 193, 11. 44, 45, for "two trefoil-headed niches" read " a shallow 

canopy", 
p. 195,11. 14, 22, for "Sugard" read" Ingard". 
p. 198, 1. 8, for "acre" read "Loftus acre". 

lb., 1, 18, for " Ballymagin * read " Ballymagir". 
p. 200, 1. 9, after " rain" dele ,. 
p. 213, 1. 39, for "meta" read "metal", 
p. 216, 1. 34, for "Vol. I." read "Vol. II". 

lb., 1. 35, for " luaned" read " Indued". 
p. 222, 1. 15, for "magnificient" read "magnificent", 
p. 240, 1. 39, after " brothers" dele ". 

p. 260, 1. 32, for "of Nassau" read " daughter of the first Duke 
of Beaufort". 



